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FOREWORD

In one great crescendo of purpose, the season of Christmas sweeps us into its arms
with an unfettered flourish of festivity. The glare of this explosion of activity often
overshadows the fragile light that is the spiritual center of this sacred time.

Simply, and with unexpected gentleness, Bethlehem’s star flickers to life like a candle
in the winter wind just when the night is longest. It kindles in the open heart a deep
hope that warms and illuminates. It is by this dancing light of promise we discover the
miracle of the season. Emboldened, we are drawn close to the manger. By this candle
of faith we see the Child of God, wrapped in the simple, the Creator embraced and held
by His own creation. It is this glorious impossible that proclaims,

Let there be SONG...as a young mother’s lullaby becomes a symphony of praise that
wakes the nations.

Let there be FAITH...as ancient scrolls unfurl to reveal the living Word of God.

Let there be HOPE...as the promise of a Redeemer opens like a sacred rose in the soul
of the believer.

Let there be PEACE.. .as the Spirit descends like a Dove with healing in its wings.
Let there be LOVE...as the world feels the embrace of God’s perfect light.
Let there be JOY'...as our cup of worship overflows with thanksgiving.

Let there be WONDER...as each seeker’s eyes reflect a glory that melts away doubt
and reveals the treasure of belief.

Let there be GRACE...and discover the heart of God.

Let there be CHRISTMAS...and let the music of life begin and never end!
JOSEPH M. MARTIN

PROGRAM NOTES

LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS may be presented as a straight “stand and sing” cantata
with scripture-based narration bridging the movements. If a director wishes to
incorporate extra-musical elements, the notes on the following page may serve as a
guide for other creative programming options. In each case, the suggested activity can
be offered before, during, or immediately following the narration or anthem
presentation. Placement or alteration of the activity is at the discretion of the music
director or pastor. You are encouraged to adapt, alter, or add to any of these
suggestions to reflect your individual worship practices and traditions.
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“Christmas Overture and Processional®
The Overture is optional and the cantata may begin at measure 114.

Choirs may process if desire.d. The opening carol arrangement is designed to function
as a “choral-only”_pres.entatlon, or as a congregational participation moment. If sung
with the congregation, it is recommended that the congregation stand, if able.

“The Advent Rose”

This anthem lends itself to a number of possible multi-sensory additions. Consider
introducing a delicate rose incense as an enhancement to the anthem presentation.
Scattering rose petals or broadcasting the incense in the traditional ways associated
with liturgical worship can accomplish this.

A more subtle option would be to bring forward a white rose symbolizing faith, and
place it on the altar at some point during the narration or at the close of the anthem.

“The Divine Expectation”
Light the advent candles at this point.

If this anthem is sung with the congregation, it is recommended that the congregation
stand, if able.

“Concertato on O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Bring in banners inscribed with the dove symbol (representing peace). This is an
opportunity for other groups (youth, children, liturgical dancers, etc.) to become
involved with the presentation of the cantata. The procession of the banners into the
sanctuary might lend itself to choreographed movements from these additional groups.

“Carols from a Quiet Manger”

Consider lighting candles representing Mary (light blue) and Joseph (royal blue), and a
large, white candle for CHRIST. Place these candles in the center of the altar on a
burlap or muslin fabric.

“Arise!”

Children may process into the sanctuary, walking quickly and waving white streamers,
and surround the congregation. This is a powerful way to represent the host of angels.
Use your imagination when timing this moment for maximum effect.

“Bleak Midwinter’s Gift”

At this point, it is recommended that a special offering for charity or other important
missions outreach be collected. This act of worship mirrors the gifts of the visiting
Magi, and, once collected, can be brought forward and placed on or around the nativity
gathering.

“Let There Be Christmas”
Open the church Bible and read the selected passage, and then place the Bible on a
special podium and table surrounded by candles representing the Light of the world.

“A Joyful Gathering of Carols”
When presented with congregational participation, it is recommended that the
congregation stand, if able.
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4 CHRISTMAS OVERTURE
AND PROCESSIONAL®

Words by Incorporating tunes:
JOHN FRANCIS WADE (1711-1786) IN DULCI JUBILO, MENDELSSOHN,
SUSSEX CAROL, SCHULZ, IL EST NE,

GLORIA and ADESTE FIDELES

Arranged by
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)
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* The cantata may begin at measure 114, if' desired. %

*# Tune: IN DULCI JUBILO, traditional German melody, 14th century
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* Tune: SUSSEX CAROL, traditional English melody



Moderately, with confidence (J = ca. 96)
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* Tune: SCHULZ, Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800
#* Tune: IL EST NE, traditional French melody, 18th century
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NARRATION:
Let there be FAITH.

Who has believed our message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed?

Jor He shall grow up like a tender plant, and like a root out of parched
;J‘-ound; this shoot will spring from the stump of Jesse, from his roots a
/Dranch will bear much fruit. (Isaiah 53:1-2;11:1 paraphrased)

4
-~

r 4 This is what the Lord Almighty says, “Here is My Servant whose name
'd is ‘THE BRANCH,’ and from this place, He will build My church.”
(Zechariah 6: 12 paraphrased)
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THE ADVENT ROSE ?

Words by Traditi i
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI) reditional lns::-::r:esc? 25
JOSEPH M. MARTIN
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NARRATION:

Let there be HOPE.

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with God there is steadfast love, and with
Him is abundant redemption. Be strong and be of good courage, all you
who wait upon the Lord! (Psalm 130:7; 31:24 paraphrased)

For they who wait, shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with

wings like eagles. They shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:31 paraphrased)
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THE DIVINE EXPECTATION z

Words by Based on tunes:
CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788) BRING A TORCH
with additional words by Traditional French Melody
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI) and HYFRYDOL
by ROWLAND H. PRICHARD (1811-1887)

Arranged by

JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Gracefully dancing, not too fast (J. = ca. 64)
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NARRATION:
Let there be PEACE.

Unto you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the tribes of Judah,
out of you will come one who will rule over all Israel. He will stand and
shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name
of the Lord; and they will live securely, and His greatness will reach the
ends of the earth. And He will be our peace. (Micah 5:2-5 paraphrased)
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

Words by Tune: FOREST GREEN

PHILLIPS BROOKS (1835-1893) Traditional English Melody
Arranged by
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)
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NARRATION:
Let there be LOVE.

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph; but before he knew her, she was found
to be with Child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph was a
righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a Son;
and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people
from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to
a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel” - which means, “God with us.”
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union
with her until she gave birth to a Son. And he gave Him the name Jesus.
(Matthew 1:18-25 paraphrased)
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“  CAROLS FROM A QUIET MANGER

Based on tunes:

Words by
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI) STILLySTIELL; STILL
Traditional Austrian Melody
CRUSADER’S HYMN

Schlesische Volkslieder, 1842

Slowly, with tender expression (J =ca.72)

Arranged by

JOSEPH M. MARTIN

ACCOMP. 7
| | FJ IJ_ _"_'QQ:J
F

Dy
w0

|
"

Gently flowing (J = ca. 76)

-%J- } . a)x r/a pu——— ot
R R
r'.r. w
» 0 o
e 7 =
v : | lh g 3' ‘l; i
9
_ A | SOPRANO mwp |\~ J ] —
o 1 T 1 1 1] 1 1 1 ' 1
= = = === E5
Y ALTO | F & f
Still, still, still, come._
# 1 TENOR Wlmla |a_ 1 HI F m |
5 e 2 = ——
BASS ! | S | |
9
%\w e s
.) i—l _‘l' J _JI - i,l _J.’
[] | L
ﬂk—_i' : = : :
z i £ = g
1 |

* Tune: STILLE NACHT, Franz Grliber, 1787-1863

Copyright © 2015 by HAL LEONARD ~ MILWIN MUSIC CORP.
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved

Duplication of this publication Is illegal, and duplication is not granted

by the CCLI, LicenSing or OneLicense.net licenses.

LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS - SATB



47

S’
see the___Child so__ still As Ma - ry__ gen - tly
‘__\\__..—h__—'
L— = ;r?: }_;:F_ 1 ?g f ]
! | |

rocks her__ Ba - by, an - gels__ soft - ly sing His_ prais - es.
—
e = : =
I_1
| | | 1 - 1 | 1|
I3 ! ~1 |t  —  —— ! ]

_L_.

Sull, . still,

come_  see

1=
e SSe=—=———
1 # E=. dl—:]jl | I ]
S 2 &

the__. Child so._

B ]

ol

ff



still.

1
B
L

=

s E}r i
E (w3 — 10
_ E 1
msﬁ 2 Tl
& HH 8 i n
8 Tu_'lm $ M
Al
§ (e TITeT™
il
R_ e TN
TTT9e
e
= .ﬁ? = :. ™— TH
& 7 N
AREE
.ﬁ.J. Tt
R R
d T
e
.M...ﬂ-._.:l m ﬂ- & TR
lru - z 1 -u
@#mwd REEY
\ .

1
w I
| .PM | | T
00 I <Al
il 5 dll TTeh o
1 2 il
11T || I
o
i
E |
M I ol
T = i T T
i 8 W i
‘L Nt T AL
il |
Bk
o o i
W .ll.nu_vlm | 11 At
lw = _H o
.MI’-I mw-.v % nnh w'




49

vig - il keep - ing.

its

ho - ly— star

5l

A
[ 2, W J
N

F r_'fi

snow?

the_ fall - ing__

can you hear

still,

[ %}

A er;g gl

est Lord

I:‘
Fair
péf—\

1
117

(Accompanist may double voices, if desired.)

36




us, —

with_

God

ger,

man

# 2 j4/] I
..m... H m: al i uﬂ -
1 ]
A
g L... T oolfal h%y
|| n |
2 rm 2 o
il 5 w
-8
> P&y | —l
. s
. e -
£ [ g Fi THm B N[0 T
1 ® 8|
i~ L L lu_s I& —%
VO.. 1 -
==y
< sl ' ._%r! I Piung
111 [ B \ AR 0 N _e \&l
. " e —ITe _
g el
s Gl - H WL
° T : = o
) i
=
g—o|a Y 2 alalll 1L L &
E 2 % T Bl &
1Py T w g e
3, ) #F@u . [El<




60 SOPRANO SOLO

rd - T pu— —
e — e
J —
Sleep,————  sleep, slecp. Close Your cyes, my__ love and__
L A S. p -
D) A. -4 \_\__________I,F' "': r =
\ /
Oo
T. » il ST e T T—
.._E 'B; i : =F == =p == =
60
o) A I
. T
B £ £ 2 wd o p] |
i : I,-,- ﬁa;
63
— S T T !
_'J ." ] ; ] l ; 2 l — [ ]
T f :
dream. No ery - ing___ as gen - tly__ hold You.
r -
= 5L = P = =
5 F ' '
\0—.___./
/'——_'\\’l
a5 — ! = ! = =]
—_ ~ [*] . : ‘i
63
Yy — , . — ——r |
y 9 = 1 1 1 i y :
= s ;:;E! 3 ‘—,'E%,E
S— S
[[rr -
) | | ! A1 A : 1 \
e r 1 41|L L LY L — ALY T 1
—‘)’—F——-t;ﬁ— o - e
o s °



V7

2L

¥/
/4

sleep,

dream.

mp unis.

Sleep,——

and _

fold You.

my— Love,

en

[

rit.
rit.

arms

A

Close Your eyes,

Y

ten - der

my_

Let
sleep.

[ an
oY

-

IL
y/A

Gy

1)

g 9

L -

rit.

2

-~

£




Slower, with expression (J =ca. 72)
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NARRATION:
Let there be JOY.

And there were shepherds, living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them; and
the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were very terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. Today, in the town of David, a
Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a Baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel;

rd praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
A earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” When the angels had left
y them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has

’/ told us about.” (Luke 2:8-15 paraphrased)
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NARRATION:
Let there be WONDER.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen
His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

(Matthew 2:1-2 NKJV*)

* Scripture taken from the NEW KING JAMES VERSION ®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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BLEAK MIDWINTER’S GIFT ®

Words by Incorporating tunes:
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI (1830-1894) DARKE,
SCOTTISH FOLK TUNE,

and CRANHAM

Arranged by

JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)
Unhurried, with tranquility (J = ca. 82)
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NARRATION:
Let there be GRACE.

In the beginning was the Word; and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was
made. In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world
did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own people did not
receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name,
He gave the right to become children of God; who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

(John 1:1-5, 9-13 ESV*)

* Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS

Words and Music by
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

Moderately, with tenderness (J = ca. 96)
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NARRATION:
Let there be LIFE.

Now may the faith of the prophets,

the hope of the Scripture,

the peace of the Christ Child,

the love of His parents,

the joy of the shepherds,

the wonder of the wise men,

the grace of the season,

and the life everlasting

be yours this Christmas.

May the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
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A JOYFUL GATHERING OF CAROLS ° |

Arranged by
JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)
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* Tune: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

Copyright © 2015 by HAL LEONARD ~ MILWIN MUSIC CORP.
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved
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* Part for congregation is on page 100.
** Tune: STILLE NACHT, Franz Griiber, 1787-1863
Words: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848 LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS - SATB
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*$ Tune: THE FIRST NOEL, traditional English melody

Words: traditional English carol LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS - SATB
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** Tune: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847
Words; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 LET THERE BE CHRISTMAS - SATB
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